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The Ohio Academic Content Standards for 9th and 10th graders, found under Benchmark F: Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th Century and explain their significance. Number 14 states that they are to “analyze the origins, major developments, controversies and consequences of the civil rights movement with emphasis on: Brown v. Board of Education…Under people in societies, Benchmark B, to “analyze the consequences of oppression, discrimination and conflict between cultures (Jim Crow laws)…and finally under government, Benchmark A: Analyze the evolution of the Constitution through post-Reconstruction amendments and Supreme Court decisions. Examine the U.S. Constitution as a living document by analyzing its evolution through amendments and Supreme Court decisions including: Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education.
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The Task
You will work alone on this WebQuest.  Your task is to learn about segregation in public schools, the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education, and how these two issues are related. You will be assigned a position in which you either support or defend school segregation. You will follow the step-by-step procedure to compile your information. At the end of this WebQuest, you will defend your stance in front of the class in the form of a debate.
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This is a photo of an African-American using a segregated water fountain.

The Process

First, lets define a couple of terms: What does segregation mean? What does diversity mean? Are these terms the same or different? Use the link below to define these terms (put the word into the box on the right hand side of the web site to search the meaning).

http://www.askoxford.com/?view=uk
How did all of this start? Let’s take a look back into the 1890’s to have a full understanding of segregation in the United States. There were Constitutional Laws that gave a “separate but equal” society to everyone. Let’s look at this and analyze the information given at the web site:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_events_plessy.html
1. Who was responsible for sitting in the white section of train?

2. What was the name of the famous landmark case that established the “separate but equal” doctrine?

3. Under what Amendment in the Constitution did this case win its argument before the United States Supreme Court?

Now, lets look at that Constitutional Amendment (only look at section one!!!)

http://www.nps.gov/archive/malu/documents/amend14.htm and 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/14thamendment.html
In your own words, write down what that means to you in a couple of sentences. 

Now that you understand what segregation is and how it came about, let’s take a look at our school segregation case.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_v._Board_of_Education
(Yes, I will let you use Wikipedia on this one, only because they have done a thorough job!)
Answer the following questions after you have read the web site:

1. What was the name and date of this landmark case?

2. What was the issue of the case?

3. How did this issue violate the Fourteenth Amendment?

4. What laws did this case overturn (or reverses the decision of a particular case that was discussed already-hint, hint)?

5. By glancing over the information in ‘Social Implications’, how did people feel about this decision?

6. Did Brown specifically overrule Plessey?
7. Given the basis for the Brown decision, what made segregation of other types of public facilities, such as beaches or golf clubs (or water fountains like in the picture above), unconstitutional?
8. Who gave the opinion of the court?
9. Were there any opinions of the court that had dissenting opinions (an opinion against what was ruled)?
This is the full opinion of the court at this web site. It may be reviewed to establish any arguments that you may have. 

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/brown.html
In 2007, the Washington Post printed this article. It states that our public schools are going back to becoming segregated. Do you agree or disagree with this article? You can use this as information for your case also.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/29/AR2007082902111_pf.html
Now that we have looked over all of our information, take some time and evaluate your position which was given to you at the onset. We only need to debate the question of segregating our schools. Formulate your position and defend it. You can do research outside of this WebQuest if needed to take your positions. Remember that your position is a question of law, not personal opinions!! 
To develop your cases, there is an excellent web site which poses many good questions to think about. Please review these sites. They will give you a good start on your project. You do not have to answer any of the questions. Feel free to look at all the links!!!

http://www.landmarkcases.org/brown/equal_same.html
http://www.landmarkcases.org/brown/arguments.html
http://www.landmarkcases.org/brown/ifyouwere.html
Evaluation
The following is your Scoring Rubric. Please bring it to class on the day you are set to speak. 
	
	Teacher’s Comments


	Developing
1
	Fail
0
	Pass
4
	Score

	 
Ohio Academic Standards
 
	
	Attempts to answer questions on Webquest are inaccurate and in need of improvement.
	Does not meet any criteria.
	Meets all criteria.
	

	 
Answers Questions Given.
 
 
	
	Fair attempt at answering questions.

Many answers are inaccurate and wrong.
	Does not meet any criteria. A majority of questions were not answered or wrong.
	Questions are answered correctly and well thought out.
	

	 
Grammar and Logic 
 
 
	
	Both Grammar and Logic are in need of improvement.
	This area does not meet criteria.
	Use of Logical answers from the websites with a firm understanding of grammar.
	

	 
Ability to apply historical data to relevant issues of today. 
	
	Difficulty in understanding the past historical accounts and applying them to today.
	Inability to connect historical accounts with contemporary issues.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting the highest level of performance.
	

	 
Argumentive Speech
	
	Lack of proof for points of view, inaccurate information and difficulty in relaying information.
	No Speech was given. (The only way you can get a zero here!)
	Excellence in presenting case, prepared, and accurate with information.
	

	Totals:


	
	
	
	
	


 Conclusion

What about tolerance, diversity, and racism today? Have we learned any thing from Brown v. Board of Education? Does discrimination take place today? If so, in what forms? What type of law is there that protect civil or human rights? These are important questions we need to ask ourselves (and of each other) if our society is going to function properly under freedom. 

These cases may seem to look like something from the past, but it changed the way we look at things today! If these issues seem really big to you, then just start where you live and where you go to school. Can you think of any changes you would like to see in your school that is on the basis of race, sex, or religion that you want changed? Have you or have you seen others treated differently because they are not like everyone else? Do you now have a little bit more of an understanding of discrimination now?
Take some time to look over these sites, as we will integrate these issues into our history lessons. 

http://www.tolerance.org/teens/about.jsp
http://www.willinteractive.com/hate-comes-home
(for that last one, just watch the video!)

Good Luck!!!
 

